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Committed



   

  We’re committed to a positive environmental, social and   

  governance (ESG) impact.

  Our heritage dates back over 25 years, with Blackfinch    

  Investments being our first business to launch.

  Our experienced team brings expertise in tax-efficient solutions,  

  property and renewables finance, alongside multi-asset investing.

    

  Our offerings are known for flexible design, focused on capital   

  preservation and growth, with relatable return targets.
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Where we live, 
where we invest,
is where we THRIVE
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Blackfinch was founded on evolutionary  

principles, inspired by the work of Charles Darwin. 

Our ability to adapt and evolve, and our focus on 

helping others thrive, are core to how we work.

We’re a whole-of-market investment manager, 

providing a wide range of solutions, suitable for 

investors in almost any situation. As an ESG  

investor, we’re working for a positive impact  

and a more sustainable world.   

At Blackfinch Asset Management, we provide 

straightforward investment portfolios, with clear, 

understandable objectives alongside extensive 

business support for advisers. We work exclusively 

with financial planning firms and we’re committed to 

forming meaningful partnerships over the long term. 

Our key aims are to help your clients achieve their 

financial objectives and to help you achieve  

your business goals.

Blackfinch is an independent company with no 

ties to parent banks or insurance companies. This 

means we’re free to execute our best investment 

thinking without fear of conflict. As a result, you and 

your clients can benefit from an unbiased, whole-of-

market approach.

The Blackfinch Asset Management Portfolios are 

actively managed by Blackfinch Investments Limited. 

Blackfinch Asset Management Limited act as the 

promoter and distributor of the model portfolios.

Welcome to Blackfinch
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Richard Cook 
Founder and CEO



Key Differentiators

Commitment to Advisers
We’re one of the few asset managers that  

don’t have in-house financial advisers.  

Our expertise lies in the construction and 

ongoing management of investment solutions. 

So, we offer solutions to complement and 

enhance the adviser’s business model.

Clear Investment Objectives 
We focus on delivering relatable  

investment objectives to your clients.  

As we’ve dispensed with irrelevant, insular 

benchmarks, you can be assured that your 

clients will clearly understand how our  

portfolios relate to their objectives. 

Partnership Approach
We believe that an investment partner should 

offer more than just a managed investment 

solution. Our partnership approach provides your 

clients with a range of investments, and helps 

you to achieve your business goals. The level of 

support we provide ensures a standout service.

It’s important to us that the 
advisers we work with, own and 
control their client relationships.
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Positive Screening 
We positively screen investments, selecting firms with environmentally 

friendly and socially responsible business practices.

Supporting Leaders and Improvers
We prioritise investments where there’s active engagement with firms on 

ESG issues and fund managers value this approach. We aim to invest in 

funds focused on improvement in these areas.

Stronger Performance
We believe ESG factors are core to businesses’ future success. Investing 

in firms aligned with ESG principles can lead to superior returns. There’s 

a positive correlation between firms which improve on ESG factors and 

share-price performance.

Working for the Future
We continue to seek out fund managers who invest in firms aligned 

with ESG principles. It’s not just about recognising what’s being done 

by businesses today. We’re focused on encouraging firms to keep ESG 

factors at the forefront of their work over the long term. 

ESG Focus

Blackfinch Investments Limited  
ESG investment process:
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Regulatory Alignment
Based on regulatory updates we know there’s a strong focus on 

client outcomes. This brings a need for clarity around portfolio 

investment objectives. At Blackfinch Asset Management, we 

offer portfolios with your clients’ objectives in mind, leading to 

measurable and expected outcomes.

A Jargon-free Approach 

We’re aware of the frustration caused by unclear objectives, 

contained in phrases like ‘grow capital over time’ and ‘provide 

a balance between income and capital growth’. We also know 

concepts like ‘outperformance of a benchmark’ often have little 

meaning for clients. Our clearly defined objectives mean that your 

clients will always understand what the portfolio is designed to do.

Inflation-linked Objectives
We offer portfolios with the aim of combating inflation.  

We believe this is the metric investors understand most  

easily. Targeting returns that are clear and meaningful for  

your clients ensures that portfolios are grounded in the 

regulatory environment. 

Objectives that are easy for 
clients to understand help to 
ensure your firm’s compliance. 

Ensuring Clarity in a Regulated World
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A Service Tailored to Your Business

We adapt our offering to suit a wide range of 

individual business requirements. This means that 

our partner firms and their clients can benefit from 

our help and support across many areas. 

We know that each adviser 
business is different, so we 
provide a tailored service.

Gain additional revenue 

Improve profitability

Improve business efficiencies

Improve communication with clients

Obtain guidance on regulatory issues

Refresh or update your brand

Capitalise on market trends

Develop your ESG proposition

Organise training and qualifications for you and/or your staff

Develop new investment specialisms 

Increase capacity to take on new clients

Recruit new advisers 

Plan for succession/exit
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Working with Blackfinch Asset Management means your  

firm can take advantage of all that Blackfinch Group has to  

offer. Our Adaptations Partnership Programme (APP) combines  

our adviser-focused approach with our evolutionary values, 

to strengthen adviser firms.  

Adapting to Advisers
In forming a long-term partnership, we create a mutually 

beneficial relationship. This is based on meeting adviser  

needs and responding to their feedback to ensure each  

other’s growth and success.  

Expertise and Support
We can provide support at every stage and for every aspect 

of your business. This covers commercial offerings, business 

services, marketing, technology, events, and human resources. 

When you take up investments with us, we invest our time in 

your firm. 

To find out more about the programme, read the APP  

brochure at www.blackfinch.am.

We offer access to expertise 
across the group and support  
with all aspects of your business. 

Adaptations Partnership Programme
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Due Diligence Process
Working with a range of leading compliance providers, we have developed a 

due diligence process and documentation pack. This covers all the key areas 

under consideration when selecting an outsourced investment manager. 

The Right Cultural Fit
Our process can enable you to complete a more qualitative assessment. It can 

also help to confirm that our culture and approach is aligned with you and your 

business. We partner with firms that want to commit to working with us and 

find the solutions they need to grow. 

Next Steps

Ensuring appropriate due  
diligence and assessment is integral 
for us and our partner firms. 
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This represents a medium to long-term investment and should be viewed as such. 

The range of assets, to which the portfolios provide exposure, all bring levels of 

investment risk. It is important that investors understand levels of return in relation 

to levels of risk and what is most suited to their risk profile.

Please bear in mind that fees and charges can affect investment performance. 

Investors can refer to the relevant portfolio factsheet detailing the annual 

management charge, along with the costs involved in investing in the underlying 

funds that form the portfolio. This can help to plan effectively. 

Capital is at Risk 
Past performance is not a guide to future returns. The value of investments, 

and income from them, may go down as well as up. Investors may get back less 

than invested. Changes in rates of exchange may adversely affect the value of 

an investment. Changes in interest rates may impact the value of fixed interest 

investments. The value of investment may be impacted if issuers of underlying fixed 

interest holdings default, or perception of their credit risk changes in the market. 

There are additional risks related to investments in emerging or developing markets.

Volatility Risk 
The value of investments can go up and down. Volatility measures the rate at which 

they do. Equities are usually higher volatility than bonds, while cash is low volatility. 

There is a relationship between the level of volatility investors take on in investing 

and the expected return. Greater volatility brings the potential for greater returns 

but also greater losses.

Inflation Risk 
Inflation is a general increase in prices and a fall in the purchasing value of money. 

It can affect the value of assets in which you have invested. Cash is the asset most 

susceptible to inflation risk. There is also a relationship between interest rates and 

rates of inflation. If the interest rate payable on cash is below the rate of inflation, the 

real value of cash is reduced.

Currency Risk 
UK investors will view investments in sterling. Assets such as overseas company 

shares may be priced in foreign currencies. Their values will be dependent on the 

prices of the assets and the relationships of the currencies with the pound. In this 

way foreign currency investments can be more volatile.

Risks

This investment may not be suitable for all investors. It is available through financial advisers, with whom 
investors should consult before making a decision. Investors should carefully consider the following risks 
factors with all other information contained in this brochure.
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Prospective investors must seek advice on the legal, taxation, financial and other 

consequences of investing and the risks involved. Prospective investors should not 

treat the contents of this brochure as advice relating to legal, taxation or other matters 

and, if in any doubt about the proposal discussed in this brochure, its suitability, or 

what action should be taken, should consult their own professional advisers.

Blackfinch Investments limited has taken all reasonable care to ensure that all the 

facts stated in this brochure are true and accurate in all material respects. While 

there are no other material facts or opinions which have been omitted where the 

omission of such would render this brochure misleading, no representation or 

warranty, express or implied, is given as to the accuracy or completeness of the 

information or opinions contained in this brochure.

 

No liability is accepted by Blackfinch Investments limited, or any of its directors, 

members, officers, employees, agents or advisers, for any such information 

or opinions. All statements of opinion and/or belief contained in this brochure, 

all views expressed and all projections, forecasts or statements relating to 

expectations regarding future events, represent Blackfinch Asset Management’s 

own assessment and interpretation of information available as at the date of this 

brochure (March 2021). This brochure does not constitute, and may not be used 

for the purposes of, an offer or invitation to treat by any person in any jurisdiction 

outside the United Kingdom.

This brochure and the information contained in it are not for publication or 

distribution to persons outside the United Kingdom. The portfolios offered by 

Blackfinch Asset Management may not be suitable for all investors and we would 

recommend that prospective investors seek independent advice before making  

a decision.

This brochure is intended as a summary only. Investors and Advisers considering 

an investment should read the brochure in line with the relevant fact sheets.

For information on how we use personal data, including with third parties outside of 

the European Economic Area (EEA) please refer to our Privacy Policy on our website.

Important Information

Blackfinch Asset Management Limited is an appointed representative of Blackfinch Investments Limited which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered address: 1350–1360 Montpellier Court, 
Gloucester Business Park, Gloucester, GL3 4AH. Registered in England and Wales company number 11639647.
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